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Oh BaBy!
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director
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Wednesday, September 23, 2015, the 
name Baldwin made yet another significant 
connection to Ruthmere. On that morning 
I drove from Ruthmere, the home built by 
Albert Beardsley and Elizabeth Baldwin 
Beardsley, to meet with Larry Deputy at his 
daughter Jennifer’s home located outside of 
Bristol, not far from Baldwin Prairie. To save 
time and miles my straightest route in this 
short journey took me down Elkhart’s angling 
Baldwin Street. My goal in this meeting--
to oversee the transfer of the latest gift to 
Ruthmere, the Deputy Family’s Baldwin 
Baby Grand Piano!  

 
This gift is like no other in Ruthmere’s history. 
The Deputy Family lived at Ruthmere from 
1946 until 1969--longer than any previous 
residents in the home. Their purchase of the home had saved it from an uncertain future 
in the 1940s when it looked like Ruthmere might become a commercial business site or 
worse...removed from the Elkhart landscape entirely. A generation later, the Deputys’ 
desire to sell Ruthmere to the Beardsley Foundation for the purpose of creating a public 
museum left an enduring statement of stewardship for this landmark.

Now, forty-six years after having left the walls of Ruthmere, Larry Deputy was poised to 
make a grand gift back to Ruthmere on behalf of the Deputy Family. The 1938 Baldwin 
Baby Grand piano that had been a personal wedding present from the family patriarch 
Sherrill Deputy to his young bride Helen Deputy during their first year of marriage will 
be returning home. The piano had followed with the family in all their travels of residency, 
beginning in Detroit, then on to Omaha, and finally to Elkhart. Not only did Helen play, 
but generations of Deputy children and extended family learned their scales and rudiments 
of music on this lovely instrument--it was at the heart of family life for nearly 75 years. What  
object could better represent the years of the mid-twentieth century at Ruthmere and the  
family whose interest in architecture and preservation saved Ruthmere not once, but 
twice?!    

A lovely piano, but in need of considerable restoration to reach its full potential once 
again as a regularly playable instrument, the Deputy Family has generously agreed to 
provide $15,000 of restoration support for the piano to be fully restored by Chupp’s 
Piano Service. On Ruthmere’s opening day, April 1st, join us at 7pm as we welcome back 
“our Baby” to Ruthmere.  A free concert will be held by the employees of Chupp’s Piano 
Service.  Seating is limited, and reservations are highly encouraged.  

The Opening Day Piano Concert is underwritten by 1st Source Bank. 

Ruthmere Record Editor - Carolyn Bonanno 



2

Renew or donate today!
Please complete this form and mail or fax to:

Ruthmere Museums Campus Membership
302 E. Beardsley Avenue, Elkhart, IN 46514
Phone: (574)264-0330  Fax: (574)266-0474

o Individual - $50   o Family - $75  o Patron - $100  

o Bronze Patron - $250  o Silver Patron - $500 

o Gold Patron - $1,000  o Rose Gold Patron - $2,500 

o Platinum Patron - $5,000

 o Diamond Patron - $10,000

  
________________________________________
Name(s) as you would like to be listed in publications

________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP

______________________________________________________
Home Phone

______________________________________________________
Business Phone 

______________________________________________________
E-mail address
______________________________________________________

Total enclosed $  ________________________________________  

                (payable to Ruthmere Museum)

Please charge $ _________________________ to my credit card

    o VISA      o MC       o Discover   

______________________________________________________
Account number                   Expiration Date

______________________________________________________
Signature (required for credit card)

  o This is a gift membership for: 

______________________________________________________
Name(s) 

______________________________________________________
Address

______________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP

______________________________________________________
Home Phone

o Memorial: In Memory of : ______________________________

    Memorials may be made anytime at Ruthmere.

o Matching gift form enclosed. Membership 

contributions to Ruthmere Museums Campus 

may be matched by your employeer. Ask if your 

company particates in the matching gift program.

o Additional donation enclosed $ __________________________

 o Ruthmere Museums Campus

 o Havilah Beardsley House Project

 o Other  ___________________________________________

Ruthmere’s mission is to inspire the imagination and promote 
excellence in fine arts, architecture, and historic preservation, 
and to advocate life-long learning and the entrepreneurial spirit.

Become a Ruthmere Member and you might Live It Up 
with Ruthmere! By winning a luxurious flexible vacation 
voucher for $2,000 coordinated by Menno Travel!  Voucher 
can be used for travel, lodging, entertainment and more. 
Ruthmere memberships make great gifts for friends and 
family offering priceless arts and culture experiences all year 
long. 

All Ruthmere private members at the Individual and 
Family Membership levels, as well as renewing Ruthmere 
members who renew at their existing level, will receive one chance to win. Renewing 
members who increase their level of membership in 2016 will triple their odds with 
three chances to win. Likewise, new members who join at the Patron level or higher will 
be given three chances to win. Drawing for the winner of the Live It Up with Ruthmere! 
promotion will be held December 29, 2016. 

Ruthmere staff, Board members, Menno Travel staff and their immediate relatives are 
excluded from participation in the drawing. Cannot be combined with any existing trip 
or plans--all travel arrangements using the Flexible Vacation Voucher Prize must be made 
through Menno Travel.  Minimum 400 entries required to conduct drawing.  Voucher 
has no cash value.

Live it Up With RUthmeRe! 
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director

vOLUnteeRs - We COULdn’t dO it WithOUt yOU!
By sara Wells, visitor services coorDinator

We look forward to a busy 2016 season for Ruthmere and Havilah Beardsley House. One 
thing is certain, we can’t meet all our needs without the help of our dedicated volunteers. 
We are fortunate to have an amazing group of volunteers who rise to every challenge! 

Ruthmere has an abundance of volunteer opportunities for persons with a wide variety 
of interests: Docent tour guides at both Ruthmere and the Havilah Beardsley House site, 
the Elkhart County School Field Trip Project, collections work, gardening and special 
events assistance. Training opportunities available now for the upcoming tour season! 
To inquire about becoming a Ruthmere Volunteer please call 574-264-0330 ext. 104 or 
email Jennifer Johns - jjohns@ruthmere.org
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ROBeRt ReCaLLs
By roBert B.BearDsley, ruthmere FounDing Director 

The family chauffeur in 1910 lived in quarters over the cars in the 
garage, his apartment a warren of rooms with a small bathroom 
with an iron claw tub and pull-chain toilet. When we got Ruthmere 
1969 it hadn't been used for anything but storage after Ruthmere 
staffer "Old Joe" retired home to Tennessee in 1924.

What to do with the space? A library! The Robert B. Beardsley 
Arts Reference Library of American Domestic Architecture and 
Decorative Arts resulted from making one room 30 x 30 that I 
fit out with architectural "parts" from old buildings. Furnishings 
included retrofitted wooden columns procured from a Knights 
of Columbus hall, an 1880 oak library table from Simmons 
College, copper pans filled with cheerful red geraniums, Morris 
chairs, Persian rugs and 3,000 old books about American interior 
decorating 1880-1930.

We opened September 8, 1980, on my birthday and seven years to the day after opening Ruthmere to the general public.

Since then many researchers and book-lovers have enjoyed this oasis of calm and beauty and got ideas for similar retreats and inglenooks 
in their own homes. Here we hold small meetings, my favorite retreat. And gardeners: see our collection of books filled with illustrations 
of varieties available in 1910 and how it was all put together in similar houses across the country in 1910. Regarding artwork: don't 
overlook a superb Camille Claudell bronze and many important prints and paintings, including two Indiana Brown County stunners 
we guard with watchful eyes. Come refresh, relax and enjoy yourself in a cozy cheerful book-lined aerie, Far From the Madding Crowd!

You can now search our wonderful little library online through the Elkhart Public Library system. Find our books online at myepl.org 
and then come see the real thing by appointment.

This dramatized history/docudrama was created by Lifetime Education And Research 
Network, Inc. and is being produced by Michael Beatty. It follows the intersecting stories 
of eleven individuals; ten are historical residents of the South Bend/Mishawaka/Elkhart 
area. The program begins in 1861, at the start of the Civil War, and ends in 1890. The 
Civil War brought pain and misery, but also growth and prosperity. Some call it our 
deadliest and costliest war, but it also brought the end of slavery and the continuation of 
the union.

Key characters in the production are Elizabeth Baldwin (later in life the lady of the house 
at Ruthmere Elizabeth Beardsley) and other members of the Baldwin family. This lively 
interpretation opens new perspectives on both this pivotal period in American History    
and the impact that it made on the local landscape. 

One showing only will take place in Ruthmere’s Game Room on Sunday, April 17th at 
4pm. Seating limited to 75. For reservations call 574-264-0330 ext. 104. 

Free public event generously underwritten by Peter and Lisa Deputy. 

RUthmeRe tO pRemieRe heaRtLand: the CiviL WaR

Photo by Becky Malewitz 
South Bend Tribune
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yp night at RUthmeRe  
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director

Young Professionals (YP's) are getting into Ruthmere, if 
yaknowwhaddamean. On April 14th from 6-9pm, Ruthmere will 
host the inaugural YP Night at Ruthmere, a private concert event 
designed by YP's for YP's...but anyone who likes cutting edge 
musical talent and a great time is welcome to attend. We are all 
young at heart.

Cost is $25 per person which covers beverages and hors d'oeuvres, 
open house tours of Ruthmere's fi rst fl oor and a special private 
concert by the Chicago-based singer songwriter duo Frances 
Luke Accord. Th is cost also includes a 30-day trial membership 
at Ruthmere. Th is event is considered a Ruthmere members-only 
private party and is an ASCAP licensed event.

Frances Luke Accord fi rst performed at Ruthmere’s Coff ee on 
the Piazza series in 2012. Th ey have since exploded onto the 
Chicago music scene, toured internationally and are on the cusp of making their mark in the music world. Because of Ruthmere's prior 
relationship, they have agreed to come back to the intimate setting of Ruthmere's Game Room for a special performance just for us. 
Th ese twenty-something artists are a perfect fi t for the energy of a young professional crowd, and this evening could be a 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to see a truly phenomenal talent before they "go huge."  For reservations call 574-264-0330 ext. 104.

For a preview of the Frances Luke Accord go to: franceslukeaccord.com
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Lemonade Day has taken Elkhart by storm the past few years inspiring the minds of Elkhart's 
future business leaders. What better place for young entrepreneurs to learn about Elkhart's 
roots of business innovation than at the place where it all started--the Havilah Beardsley House? 

Th e foremost objective of Lemonade Day is to empower youth to take ownership of their lives 
and become productive members of society – the business leaders, social advocates, volunteers 
and forward thinking citizens of tomorrow. Th ey do this by organizing and running their own 
creative lemonade stand. 

Th e Havilah Beardsley House is a designated pick up site for students to get their Lemonade 
Day project backpacks. While there, students can learn fi rsthand about their community's roots 
in business enterprise. Th e Havilah Beardsley House property at the corner of Beardsley Ave. 
at Main St., Elkhart, one of the busiest corners in the county, will host a very special lemonade 
stand on the big day. 

On Saturday, May 21st, Elkhart county will be blanketed by hundreds of Lemonade Day 
stands, and at the center of it all will be the Haviliah Beardsley House!

haviLah BeaRdsLey hOUse tO Be a hUB fOR 
JUniOR aChievement LemOnade day
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director
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an adventURe fOR BRide and gROOm 
By lori stamatovic, 2015 Paris triP Winner
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LivestatUe RetURns! 

Ruthmere is once again bringing the international award-winning performance artist 
Robert Shangle of LiveStatue to community events this summer. Robert will mesmerize 
the crowds with his engaging and sophisticated living statue performances on these 
dates: Founder’s Day Sunday May 1st at Havilah Beardsley House, Elkhart Jazz Festival 
Th ursday June 23rd, Elkhart County Fair July 24th and Ruthmere Museum Pom Party 
August 11th.  LiveStatue sponsored by Dick & Linda Armstrong.  

When you receive a message from the Director 
of Ruthmere on New Year’s Eve stating there is an 
important matter to discuss, you experience a range 
of emotions (mostly concern and confusion). After 
having rented Creek House for a party the week 
before, I assumed something was wrong – that 
perhaps I had inadvertently scratched the beautiful 
hardwood fl oors or damaged the exquisite antique 
buff et in the dining room. Not wanting to prolong 
my suff ering, I returned Bill’s call immediately.
 
Much to my surprise, after he introduced himself he 
didn’t mention anything about Creek House (one of 
the few instances I was happy to be wrong). Instead, 
he asked me if I spoke French. I do not, so I started 
going through my mental rolodex of someone who 
might – obviously this man needed a translator! 
Wrong again. Bill said I had won a trip for two to 
Paris. What?! I, a newlywed of less than two weeks 
and who was saving for a honeymoon, had just won a 
TRIP TO PARIS! It seemed unreal.                                    
 
I put Bill on speakerphone so my wonderful husband could help me understand what I was hearing (and because I could barely form 
words, let alone coherent thoughts to explain to him what I thought was happening). Bill explained that I was entered into a drawing 
for the trip when I became a Ruthmere member, and lucky me -- my name was chosen! Th e drawing sounded vaguely familiar, but 
when I became a member, I was really more focused on the fact that I could fi nally explore the beautiful properties in this area. I had 
completely forgotten about the trip to Paris, and what a way to be reminded!
 
I don’t remember much else from that conversation as the shock set in pretty rapidly. I do remember Bill saying something along 
the lines of, “I hope you have a happy new year!” Um….YES!! My husband and I were in shock the rest of the evening…and to be 
honest, the shock has lingered in the best way possible. We both still have moments in which we ask each other, “Do you remember 
that time we won a trip!?” and are fi lled with excitement all over again.
 
We are working with Menno Travel to plan our adventure. Th e original trip to Paris was well-planned and would have been a 
wonderful journey, but we are longing for a tropical vacation. French Polynesia is a natural transition from Paris, but we are also 
looking at Riviera Maya and St. Lucia. Wherever we go, we will forever be grateful for this opportunity. Th is gift is a reminder of 
the endless (and often incredible!) perks of being involved in your community and investing in local culture. A big thanks to the 
Ruthmere team, particularly Bill and Carla, who have been instrumental in helping us better understand the tremendous benefi ts of 
being a Ruthmere member.
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 adOpt a pOm fOR RUthmeRe!
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director
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Building on  the success of the 2015 launch of the Ruthmere Adopt a Pom campaign, Ruthmere is again off ering up for adoption 
292 little orphan Pomegranates (decorations from Ruthmere's interior and exterior) aka “Poms” to raise public awareness for historic 
preservation and have a summer bash!  All proceeds go to sustain the preservation needs of Elkhart’s historic landmark listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places. 

·     Join Executive Director Bill Firstenberger at Summer Th ursdays at Ruthmere (or by special appointment) to "Pick out Your Pom" 
and learn how you can become a "Pom Parent" supporting Elkhart's historic landmark. Deadline for Pom adoption is August 10, 2016. 

·     All Pom Parents are invited to attend free of charge the chic Adopt a Pom Party, to be held Th ursday, August 11th,
 6:30 - 9pm sponsored by the Firefl y Trust  and  Whole Foods Market, for a theme party “Vegas Lounge.” LiveStatue has a special surprise 
in store for the evening and swanky sounds will be crooned by Marty Lowe. 

·     Pom prices range $30-$1,000. Minimum contribution of $30 per individual or $50 per couple to attend the Pom Party.  
Purchase a more prestigious Pom and invite more guests to the party.
   
Example: Adopt a $100 Pom and receive a Pom Party invitation for four people. Adopt a $300 Pom and reserve a table for eight. 
Donations tax deductible within limits of the law. At the Pom Party, attendees can upgrade their Poms by purchasing any remaining 
available Poms or by participating in the “Premium Pom Auction.”

·     Your donation is leveraged! Th e Community Foundation of  Elkhart County will match 25% of Pom contributions of $100 or 
more up to a maximum of $25,000 per year. Call Ruthmere at 574-264-0330 ext. 105 for details on how to make your Adopt a Pom 
donation.

·     Pom Party event generously underwritten by the Firefl y Trust and Whole Foods Market, inviting everyone to enjoy Whole Foods, 
Whole People and a Whole Planet!  

Another Happy Pom Parent 
poses with her adopted 

Pom (over fi replace) at the 2015 Pom Party.
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2016 faLL COnCeRt seRies 
By gail martin, DeveloPment oFFicer 

Ruthmere proudly announces the upcoming Fall Concert Series in the Ruthmere Game 
Room.  For the fi rst time Ruthmere will present world class music on two grand pianos.

October 13  Norell Piano Duo:  Local husband and wife team, the Norell Piano Duo, 
will present a unique program for one and two pianos.  Th e recital will include music of 
Mozart, Schubert, Grieg and Lutoslawski showcasing both the intimacy and grandeur 
of the repertoire.  Luke and Mary Rose teach piano at the Goshen College Community 
School of the Arts and perform together across North America.

October 27 Jim Pickley: Well-known performer Jim Pickley will provide a medley of 
Broadway and Jazz numbers from the likes of Duke Ellington, Bill Evans and Erroll 
Gardner. 

November 10  Bob Milne and Jeff  Barnhart: Bob Milne and Jeff  Barnhart are two of the best ragtime pianists in the world.  When they 
play two-piano duets, it is nothing short of fi reworks, including spectacular runs, rhythms and dynamics.

November 25 Nicholas Roth:  Back for the umpteenth time to concertize at Ruthmere the Friday after Th anksgiving, Nicholas will 
once again dazzle the audience with his precise technique and his special exuberance.  Nicholas is a native of Elkhart and is Professor 
of piano at Drake University. Stay tuned for an unannounced guest.

For more information, call Ruthmere at 574-264-0330.  All concerts begin at 7pm and seating is limited for this premier series. Th e 
fi rst three concerts are on a Th ursday, and the last one, a Friday.

fisChOff at RUthmeRe 
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director

A Fischoff  soirée is a celebration of great music and lively conversation featuring a brilliant 
performance by a semifi nalist of the Fischoff  National Chamber Music Competition. At the 
Ruthmere soirée on Th ursday, May 5th from 6-9pm, guests will enjoy refreshments when they arrive 
followed by 30-40 minutes of music from the ensemble’s competition repertoire. Th e musicians will 
also entertain questions from the audience about their music, their experiences and the journey that 
brought them to Fischoff .
 
Th e Fischoff  is the nation’s largest chamber music competition, which brings together young 
musicians from across the country and around the world. Th is year 142 ensembles from 28 states 
applied. Only 48 ensembles are invited to participate. Th e Fischoff  Competition takes place May 6-8, 
2016, at the DeBartolo Performing Arts Center, Notre Dame. www.fi schoff .org. For reservations to 
Fischoff  Soiree’ at Ruthmere, call 574-264-0330 ext. 104 or email jjohns@ruthmere.org. 

RUthmeRe BUs tRip tO aRtpRiZe 
Book your seats now! Ruthmere is taking a chartered bus trip to the internationally acclaimed ArtPrize competition in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, on September 22nd. Perennial ArtPrize winner Robert Shangle (LiveStatue) and his wife Rachel will be our 
guides. Fee will be $80 for non-members and $60 for Ruthmere members. For reservations and more information call 574-264-
0330 ext. 104. 
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2016 EOQ Details: 

March 31st - Russian Vodkas 
at Creek House Center 

June 30th - Juniper Party (all gin-based drinks) 
at Havilah Beardsley House 

September 29th - Say Hello to Tequila 
at Creek House Center 

December 29th - Fine Wines of Winter 
at Ruthmere Game Room  

*Live It Up with Ruthmere drawing! 

eOq (end Of qUaRteR) COCktaiLs fOR 2016

EOQ Cocktails return in 2016 with four exciting dates for these exclusive 
parties for Ruthmere members. Th e quarter’s business is done. Come enjoy 
light hors d’oeuvres and select cocktails in a beautiful setting the last Th ursday 
in March, June, September and December. 

Ideal for Ruthmere’s Business members, EOQ Cocktail events are private 
parties open to all Ruthmere members and their guests. Ruthmere members 
and their guests admitted for $15 person. Ruthmere Bronze Patron Members 
($250) and higher and Ruthmere Business members receive 2 complimentary 
admissions per EOQ event. Bring friends, make new ones and network ideas 
on Elkhart’s exciting future.

Every EOQ (end of quarter) deserves its own theme and special drink to 
mark the success. Always held at 5-7pm, the venue rotates between Creek 
House Center, Havilah Beardsley House and Ruthmere. 

Phone reservations requested by Noon on event dates.  574-264-0330 ext. 
104. 

 EOQ Cocktails is generously underwritten by the Firefl y Trust. 

RUthmeRe ReCeives yOUth edCUatiOn gRants fROm 
eLkhaRt nOOn ROtaRy CLUB and eLkhaRt nOOn kiWanis CLUB 
By carolyn Bonanno, communications coorDinator

Elkhart Noon Rotary Club awarded Ruthmere $1,000 to support Havilah Beardsley House Student-Led Special Events. Th is program 
gives students the opportunity to develop and execute their own community open house event at the Havilah Beardsley House. From 
planning creative event components, authoring and publicizing the event, conducting open house tours to still unexplored new 
creative ideas, all middle and high schools in a six-county region (public, private and registered home schools) are eligible for 
participation. Th ese open houses are held evenings from 5-7pm to accommodate student and parent schedules. 

Elkhart Noon Kiwanis Club awarded Ruthmere $750 to support the “My First Museum Visit” tour program for young children 
from preschool through 2nd grade.  Th e goal of this program is to introduce younger children to the museum learning experience.  
Students learn the history of Elkhart through a fun interactive puppet show and hands on experiences. Th ese learning experiences build 
a foundation for a lifetime of learning in museums. “Th ank you” to Elkhart Noon Rotary Club and Elkhart Noon Kiwanis Club for 
supporting programs for youth in Elkhart County.  
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2016 RUthmeRe qUiLt gaRden aLOng the heRitage tRaiL - CROss CanOes 
By carla riley, camPus coorDinator

Th e 1895 Cross Canoe design has been selected for the Ruthmere Museum 2016 Quilt Gardens on 
the Heritage Trail.  Th is design represents the many canoes that came down the St. Joseph River in 
the early settlement of Elkhart as well as the coming together of the Potawatomi Tribe and the early 
white settlers. Canoes were prevalent in the culture and history of the Potawatomi Tribe from which 
Havilah Beardsley purchased the land for the development of the city of Elkhart.

vintage pLants in the RUthmeRe gReenhOUse 
By carla riley, camPus coorDinator 

Th e 1910 greenhouse of Elizabeth Beardsley was all 
about plants that were her favorites and appropriate for 
the times. Ruthmere strives to follow in her footsteps 
as we select plants for the greenhouse in 2016.  

Roses, hydrangeas and orchids are traditional vintage 
plants that embellish their surroundings with color 
and brilliance. One imagines Elizabeth entering her 
greenhouse through the tunnel under the loggia 
during the cold of winter to care for her collection. 
Other plants in our array of vintage greenery will be 
ferns, myrtle, bougainvillea, oxalis, philodendron, 
daff adils, tulips and lilies.   

Elizabeth Beardsley 

Communities and events across Indiana have developed and tweaked 
programs to celebrate Indiana’s 200th birthday in 2016.  Elkhart 
County Bicentennial eff orts and participation in this historic event 
include the Elkhart County Legacy Projects and Torch Relay. 

Th e Quilt Gardens along the Heritage Trail join the Bicentennial 
party by weaving together 200 years of quilt history communicated 
thru giant gardens planted in the shape of quilt patterns along with 
tales of our rivers and railroads, stories of  our pioneers and settlers, 
including Native Americans and entrepreneurs.  Elkhart County has 
a story to tell during this special time in Indiana’s history at the Quilt 
Gardens and throughout Elkhart County in 2016.

the indiana BiCentenniaL & qUiLt gaRdens aLOng the heRitage tRaiL 
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LOUis COmfORt tiffany LeadeRship CiRCLe memBeRs

$10,000 Diamond
Joan Beardsley Norris

$2,500 Rose Gold Patron
Douglas & Sharon Beardsley

Robert B.  Beardsley
Patty Brotherson

Jack and Karen Cittadine
Peter & Lisa Deputy

Robert & Mary Pat Deputy
George & Kathy Freese

Connie Fulmer
Mr. & Mrs. Douglas Grant

Dorinda Miles Smith
Bud & Teri Stout

$1,000 Gold Patron
Darlene Adkins

Richard & Linda Armstrong
Tom & Dottie Arnold

Ed & Mary Jo Beardsley 
Thomas & Dorothy Corson

Richard Deputy
Thomas & Margaret Deputy 

Tom & Sara Elkin
John & Gwen Gildea
John & Judy Goebel

Tom & Dana Pletcher
Amish & Amy Shah

Peggy Weed
Scott & Kim Welch
Jeff & Phid Wells

$5,000 Platinum 
Arthur J. Decio 
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Joan Beardsley Norris
Dorinda Miles Smith
George & Kathy Freese
Corson Family Foundation, Inc.
Arthur J. Decio 
Richard Deputy
Robert & Mary Pat Deputy
Tom Deputy
Douglas & Sharon Beardsley
Barbara Borneman
Connie Fulmer
Raymond & Teri Stout
Lise Dube’ Scherr
Bob & Karin Frey

Terry’s Carpet & Restoration
Charles & Annick Loving
Stanley & Linda Rupnow
Jim & Sheila Bridenstine
Ed & Mary Jo Beardsley 
Bill & Lori Firstenberger
Laura Guentert
David T. & Susan Lehman
Philip & Jannette Lux
Hon. Richard & Nancy Moore  
Smith’s 18th Street Picture Framing
Patricia Smith
Doris Stevens 
Don & Lisa Tychonicvich 

Cameron Combs
Jenny DeDario
Fran Firstenberger
Laura Funk
Dean & Ruth Hupp
Fred & Carolyn Lamble
Alex & Barbara McArthur
Mark McCain
Schrock Plaster Company 
Marie Smith
Ronald & Jacueline Wonso
Stephen Bowers
Bruce & Sandra Korenstra 
Stephen & Kathleen Stegmaier

Jim and Patty Brotherson 
The late Jim Brotherson was a 

great champion for Ruthmere and 
the Havilah Beardsley House. 

  2015 annUaL fUnd dOnORs
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RUthmeRe memBeRship

thank yOU fOR yOUR COntinUed 
sUppORt Of the 

RUthmeRe fOUndatiOn. 
pLease COntaCt Us if 

an Update is ReqUiRed. 

$500 Silver Patron
Dean & Peggy Birzele

William Bissell
Barbara Borneman
Faiz & Holly Khoja

Philip and Jeannette Lux
Bill & Elaine Marohn

James & Sidney Rieckhoff
David & Nancy Smith

Terry Trimmer
David Weed

$250 Bronze Patron
Stuart & Paula Barb

Jim & Lois Bare
Caroyln Bonanno
Cameron Combs

Peter Combs
Cynthia Dunlap

Kent & Lucy Emery
Charles Gordon

John & Sharon Feddersen
Don & Judy Findlay

Bill & Lori Firstenberger
Don & Dianne Frandsen

Bob & Karin Frey
Laura Funk

Dean & Judy Kelly
Jim Kelly

Cathy Kelsey
Claire Luther

Robert & Gail Martin
Lynne Miles

Jim & Karla Morton
Tom Myers

Thad & Rachelle Naquin
Jeremy & Christin Pinckert

Rusty & Anita Ritchie
Kirk & Sue Root

Jon & Carol Smoker
Mary Lou Stackhouse

Linda Unger
Arthur & Suzanne Wyatt

Mr. & Mrs. Nafe J. Alick
Marilynn Anson

Harold & Jane Atkins
Jan Atwood

Lynette Bachman
Stephen & Jean Barton

Rufus & Marilyn Beardsley
John & Marty Bender

Steve & Ruth Ann Berger
Barbara Boss

Stephen Bowers
Lona Bradford

Matthew & Tracy Brennan
Jim & Sheila Bridenstine

B. E. Brill Electrics
Richard Brotherson
Gail & Rex Brown

Peter & Gloria Carney
Charles Carter Wicks

Jan Cawley
Geoffrey & Kathie Church
Tana  & Chris Clementz

Mr. & Mrs. William Cloar
Doloris Cogan

Richard & Kathleen Collins
Bruce & Deidre Combs

Marvin Curtis
Burt & Alene Culver
Ray & Erin Cutshaw

Lawerence & Mary These Daher
Paul & Sue Daiber

Linne & Rachel Dose
Lise Dube-Scherr
Jennifer Deputy

Lori Eber
Robert Edel
Carol Emens

Doug & Terri Evans
David & Lori Fairchild

Fran Firstenberger
Susan Fischbach
Elizabeth Fisher
Sally J. Flanders

Robert & Joanne Franklin
Julie & Jeff Gaff

Greg & Nancy Garrett
Elaine Griffen

Lisa Guedua Carreno
Laura Guentert

Daniel & Lydia Halstead 
Dorothye Hansen
Mary Jane Hiles

Terry & Kathy Hillman
Terry & Lu Hoogenboom

Laura  & Randy Horst
Jep & Joyce Hostetler

Frank & Jacqueline Hughes
Celia & Charles Kirk

Mr. & Mrs. Neil Klockow
Bruce & Sandra Korenstra

Annette Kozak
Christine K. Kralovansky

Chuck & Betty Lamb
Fred & Carolyn Lamble

James Landaker
Vic & Diana Lawson

David T. and Susan Lehman
Janice Lohman

Charles & Annick Loving
Steve & Maralee Macumber

Arlene Mark
Alex & Barbara McArthur

Jennifer Miers
Margaret Miller

Ned & Flo Monger
Dick & Nancy Moore

Patricia Morison
Clifford & Jean Murray

Mary Naquin
Barb Naranche

Georgene Nelson
Michael Nicolini

Barbara Obenchain
Phil Patnaude

Jan Pellus
Robert Petersen

Barry & Rebecca Power
Steve & Sue Reim

Clyde & Carla Riley 
Donald & Ruth Rockwell

Marilyn & Bob Ronk
Nicholas Roth

Rev. Willard & Alice Roth
Stan & Linda Rupnow
Floyd & Eileen Saner
Mary Ellen Shamory

James & LaRayne Siegmann
Marie Smith

Patricia Smith
Lori Snyder

Stephen & Kathleen Stegmaier
Doris Stevens

Judy Stringfellow
Ken & Charlotte Stuff

Meghann Sullivan
Bob & Kelly Tooker

Joan Troyer
Dr. & Mrs. Jack  A. Turnock

Skyler Walker
Steve Watterson

Marty Weber
Brian & Brenda Wiebe

Jacqueline & Ronald Wonso

11

$100 Patron
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RUthmeRe BUsiness memBeRs 

Business Membership Levels
Business Members at all levels are encouraged to use their business membership to show clients and guests the best of Elkhart. 
Business members may bring a party of six people free of charge on tour to Ruthmere and Havilah Beardsley House during normal 
hours of operation. Calling ahead for group tours is strongly encouraged. Business Members encouraged to attend EOQ events (see 
page 8). 

Chairman’s Club Members 
As the highest level of business supporters Chairman’s Club Members contribute a minimum of $5,000 annually and 
underwrite flagship Ruthmere programs. Chairman’s Club Members enjoy premium access to Ruthmere facilities for private 
special events. 

Firefly Trust 
INOVA Federal Credit Union

Bill Deputy Foundation 

President’s Club Members
President’s Club Members contribute at least $1,000 annually and are recognized as significant sustaining business members. 
Most if not all President’s Club Members sponsor a Ruthmere program for the benefit of the public. 

IU Arts Foundation
KeyBank 

Shreiner & Sons, Inc. 
Elkhart Noon Rotary Club 

The Elkhart Truth
Garber’s Interior Design

Corporate Members 
Corporate Members provide $500 for sustaining support to Ruthmere, the Havilah Beardsley House and Creek House 
Center. Corporate Members are eligible to sponsor a Ruthmere program. 

  

Harold Ziegler Ford Elkhart 
Downtown Elkhart, Inc. 

Whole Foods Market
Elkhart Noon Kiwanis Club 

Menno Travel Service
1st Source Bank

NIBCO
American Home Improvement 

L.P. Custom Painting 
Geyer Decorating 

Gibson
RSM

Chupp’s Piano Service
Domain Logic Technology Solutions

Dena Phillips - Steinway Piano Servicing 

Business Honor Roll 
Business Honor Roll Members contribute vital support to Ruthmere’s mission, and identify themselves as community 
leaders who care about art, culture and historic preservation. 

Tom Naquin Chevrolet Nissan
Goshen Motors 

Elkhart County Board of Realtors 
The Homespun Country Inn

The Scottish Inn
Country Victorian Bed & Breakfast 
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IUSB Ernestine M. Raclin School of the Arts 
IUSB Anthropology Department

Indiana Landmarks
Elkhart County Community Foundation

Elkhart County Convention and Visitors Bureau
Greater Elkhart Chamber of Commerce
Elkhart County Museum Association

Christiana Creek Coalition
Elkhart City Parks Department

City of Elkhart 
Elkhart County Historical Museum 

Elkhart Public Library
The Lerner Theatre

Wellfield Botanic Gardens
Welch Packaging, Inc. 

Habitat for Humanity of Elkhart County, Inc.                   

LOCaL COmmUnity paRtneRs

St. Paul’s United Methodist Church 
Big Brothers Big Sisters of Elkhart County

First Presbyterian Church of Elkhart
Fox 28 
WVPE
WNIT 

The Elkhart Truth
Matterhorn Conference Center
Kil Architecture & Planning

Johnson Masonry, Inc.
Radecki Galleries, Inc.

H&M Tree Service
Himco Waste-Away
The Electric Brew 

 Young Professionals of Elkhart
Kevin’s Lawn Care, Inc.  

neW sOUveniR BOOk Of RUthmeRe COming in 2016!
By mark DoDDington, museum assistant 

Ruthmere Museum is proud to announce we are in the process of putting 
together a full-color souvenir book tentatively titled, Recollections: A Photographic 
Guide Book of Ruthmere, to be sold in our gift shop or via our website starting in 
2016. Authored by Ruthmere Museum Assistant Mark Doddington, the book 
encompasses the history of the house and the families who have occupied it 
over the years since its completion in 1910. A mixture of vintage and modern 
photos brings the full story to life in a light, lively way. Beginning with the 
original owners, Albert and Elizabeth Beardsley, the book follows through with 
Arthur and Stella Beardsley, the second family to live in the mansion, and the 
Sherrill and Helen Deputy family, who owned Ruthmere from 1945 to 1967. 
We also get to know Ruthmere’s architect, Enock Hill Turnock, himself an 
Elkhart institution. 

A brief midsection talks about Walter and Robert Beardsley, the dynamic father-son duo who restored Ruthmere to its glory days. 
Finally, the moment you’ve all been waiting for: a room-by-room photographic tour of Ruthmere laid out in the same order as the 
walking tour we have all enjoyed. Filled with fun facts and little-known tidbits about the house and its occupants, Recollections is the 
perfect way to take a prized memory home for years to come. Doddington, a native of Maryland now residing in Elkhart, has been a 
member of the Ruthmere staff since October, 2015, and served as a volunteer tour guide for a year before that. He earned his bachelor’s 
degree in English from Hartwick College in 1990. 
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LOOk fOR OUR 
“JeWeL” ad in 

pReseRvatiOn magaZine 
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Guided tours of Ruthmere, the lavishly 
decorated 1910 historic home of Albert and 
Elizabeth Beardsley, are off ered Tuesday 
through Saturday on the hour from 10am to 
3pm and Sunday from 1pm to 3pm. Admission 
is $10 for adults, $4 for students and children 
under 5 are free with an adult. 

Havilah Beardsley House, home of 
Elkhart’s founder, off ers tours Tuesday through 
Saturday on the hour from 10am to 3pm and 
Sunday from 1pm to 3pm. Regular admission 
is $5 for adults, $2 for students and children 
under 5 are free with an adult. 

Wednesday is Senior Discount Day, seniors 
65 and older receive admission to Ruthmere for 
$7 and Havilah Beardsley House for $3. 

Members are admitted free at both locations 
(see www.Ruthmere.org for more information 
on Ruthmere member benefi ts). Bring your 
family and friends for an experience in history, 
art and architecture by way of a guided tour, a 
program or a special event.

For more information call: 
574-264-0330

or visit www.Ruthmere.org

Gallery Talks will be on a new schedule this year with Talks starting at 11am on the fi rst 
Th ursday of every month. We have a great lineup this year so keep an eye out for the 
Off  the Record e-newsletter that is sent every month which will include the Gallery Talk 
topics and locations as well as other Ruthmere events. Th is information can also be found 
on ruthmere.org. On Th ursday, April 7, Ruthmere docent Marty Weber will be discussing 
Albert and Elizabeth Beardsley’s Dresden china at Ruthmere. Come learn more about the 
history of these unique pieces. Gallery Talks are sponsored by Garber’s Interior Design. 

Th e Discover Historic Elkhart Series will be on a new schedule in 2016 with presentations 
taking place on Th ursday evenings in June, September and November at 6:30pm at the 
Havilah Beardsley House, doors open at 6 pm. On June 9th we will be getting into 
the Bicentennial summer spirit with Sonya Nash from the Elkhart CVB who will be 
discussing how Elkhart has connected with the Bicentennial in the wonderful quilt 
gardens throughout Elkhart county. September 8th will feature DHES partner Indiana 
Landmarks staff  discussing, Rehabbing Your Vintage Windows. On November 3rd, 
Dr. Patrick Furlong will be presenting on the history of the Indiana Bicentennial. 
Admission is $10 per person, $5 per Ruthmere member. Light refreshments will be 
served. Th e Discover Historic Elkhart Series is sponsored by the Firefl y Trust. 

Are you looking for a venue for your next big event, reception retreat or simply a relaxing 
weekend getaway? Well, look no further because historic Creek House Center off ers 
you the perfect location for your next shower, birthday, anniversary, or even a beautiful 
outdoor wedding. Th e house boasts 5 bedrooms that comfortably sleep 10 guests, a fully 
functional kitchen, living room, dining room, and library. 

Other house amenities include free WiFi and smart TV with cable sports package. Th e 
exterior includes over two acres of property with scenic views  to  Christiana Creek. 
Creek House Center is also a wonderful destination for Notre Dame home games. 
Tailgate in style! For reservations call (574) 264-0330 ext. 113. 

Go  
   IRISH! 

CReek hOUse CenteR OffeRs many OptiOns
By carla riley, camPus coorDinator

neW times fOR gaLLeRy taLks & 
disCOveR histORiC eLkhaRt seRies
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2016  spRing/sUmmeR CaLendaR Of events  
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OFF THE RECORD 

DO YOU RECEIVE OUR ELECTRONIC 
SNAPSHOT OF MONTHLY EVENTS 
THAT INCLUDES PHOTOS, SHORT 
STORIES, LINKS AND SPECIAL OFFERS?  
OFF THE RECORD IS A GREAT WAY TO 
STAY INFORMED ABOUT HAPPENINGS 
AT RUTHMERE!  IF YOU WOULD 
LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE, PLEASE SEND A 
REQUEST TO:

VJOHNSTON@RUTHMERE.ORG 

* Free Event
                                                            
+ Member Discount Benefits
                                                            
^ Bronze Patron Benefits
                                                            
~ Silver Patron Benefits
                                                            
> Louis Comfort Tiffany Benefits 

< Corporate Member Benefits

APRIL                  
                April 1 Opening Day Ruthmere Museum & Havilah Beardsley House – 10 – 3pm      
                April 1  *Opening Day Concert – Chupp Piano Employees – 7pm - Ruthmere Game Room      
                April 3 *Free Family Sunday Ruthmere Museum Only – 1-4pm  

    
                April 7 

*Gallery Talk - 11am – Docent, Marty Weber, Albert & Elizabeth’s Beardsley  
 Dresden china – Ruthmere Game Room  

                  April 14   YP Night at Ruthmere – Francis Luke Accord Concert - 6-9pm – Ruthmere Game Room   
                   April 17 *Heartland Civil War Screening – 4 – 6:30pm – Ruthmere Game Room      

MAY                  
               May 1 *Free Family Sunday Havilah Beardsley House Only/Founders Day - 1-4pm -LiveStatue 

               May 5 *Gallery Talk - 11am – Staff, Mark Doddington – Rand-McNally 
  and 1889 Geography Textbook at Havilah Beardsley House   

                May 5  Fischoff Music Concert – 6-9pm – Ruthmere Game Room  

               May 8  Mother’s Day (Free Admission for Mothers) Rides in Milburn/Fee  

               May 21  Junior Achievement Lemonade Day – Havilah Beardsley House  

               May 29   Memorial Day observed – Receive a free flag with each tour 

JUNE                   
               June 2 *Gallery Talk – 11am – Pratt Antique Automobile - Ruthmere Garage 

                   June 2 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere – 4:30– 6:30pm  

               June 5 *Free Family Sunday Ruthmere Museum Only – 1-4pm  

               June 9  *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere – 4:30-6:30pm 

               June 9 
+^~>Discover Historic Elkhart Series - Sonya Nash CVB – Havilah Beardsley House  
 Quilt Gardens & The Bicentennial @ 6:30pm Havilah Beardsley House 

               June 16 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere – 4:30-6:30pm  
                   June 19  Father’s Day (Free Admission for Fathers) Rides in Milburn/Fee 

                June 23 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm    
               June 30 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm 

                  June 30 +^~<>EOQ Cocktails - Juniper Party - 5-7pm at Havilah Beardsley House  
     JULY                 

               July 3 *Free Family Sunday Havilah Beardsley House Only & Independence Day observed  
 Free flag with each tour – 1-4pm      

               July 7 *Gallery Talk - 11am – Dot Hanson – Vintage Lace and Doilies - Ruthmere 

               July 7  *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm 
                 July 14 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm 

               July 21 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm 
                   July 24  Ruthmere LiveStatue at 4-H Fair      

               July 28 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm     
AUGUST          
               August 4 *Gallery Talk - 11am - TBA 

                   August 4 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm     
               August 7 *Free Family Sunday Ruthmere Museum Only – 1-4pm      
               August 11 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere – 4:30-5:30pm (end early)      
               August 11  PomParty – LiveStatue Performs - Ruthmere Gardens - 6-8:30pm     
               August 18  *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm     
               August 25 *Summer Thursdays at Ruthmere - 4:30–6:30pm     
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The Ruthmere Foundation, Inc.
302 East Beardsley Avenue

Elkhart, Indiana 46514
574.264.0330

www.ruthmere.org

Non-Profi t Organiza-
tion
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RUTHMERE IS SUPPORTED BY ITS MEMBERSHIP, PRIVATE DONATIONS, PLANNED GIFTS AND LEGACIES.

Inside Th is Issue 

1.   Oh Baby!     
2.   Live It Up/Volunteers- We Couldn’t Do It Without You!
3.   Robert Recalls/Heartland: Th e Civil War      
4.   YP Night/Havilah Beardsley Lemonade Day      
5.   An Adventure For Bride and Groom/LiveStatue  
6.   Adopt A Pom For Ruthmere!    
7.   2016 Fall Concert Series/Fischoff  at Ruthmere/Bus Trip 
8.   EOQ Cocktails for 2016/Ruthmere Receives Grants
9.   Vintage Plants Greenhouse/2016 Ruthmere Quilt Garden/
      Indiana Bicentennial & Quilt Gardens
10. LCT Members/Annual Fund Donors   
11. Ruthmere Membership      
12. Ruthmere Business Members    
13. Local Community Partners/Recollections Guide Book 
14. Gallery Talks & Discover Historic Elkhart/Creek House
15. 2016 Spring & Summer Calendar
16. Inside Th is Issue/Summer Th ursdays In Th e Garden District   

sUmmeR thURsdays in the gaRden distRiCt
By William a. FirstenBerger, executive Director

Ruthmere Museums Campus and Wellfi eld Botanic Gardens are teaming up in the summer of 2016 to off er unprecedented live music 
performances on Summer Th ursday evenings during the months of June, July and August. As the cultural anchors of the Gateway Mile 
Garden District and within easy walking distance of each other, Ruthmere and Wellfi eld are in a unique position to make Summer 
Th ursdays something special in Elkhart.

Every Th ursday during the months of June, July and August from 4:30-6:30pm Ruthmere will host “Summer Th ursdays at Ruthmere” 
(aka STAR) serving free iced tea/lemonade and featuring two live acoustic musicians in the intimate setting of Ruthmere’s outdoor 
piazza.  Th rough the generous sponsorship of KeyBank this program series will be free admission to the public, targeting the after-work 
audience in a non-alcohol, family-friendly environment. Ron’s River Dogs food vendor will be on site for all of these 13 dates. Lawn 
chairs and blankets welcome, no coolers please. 

On ten consecutive Th ursdays from June 16 to August 25 
Wellfi eld Botanic Gardens will present a weekly garden concert 
at 7-8:30pm “Groovin’ in the Gardens” featuring an eclectic 
assortment of jazz, contemporary, oldies and rock and roll 
artists. Th ese concerts will have modest paid ticket admission 
ranging from $3-$10 depending on member/non-member and 
age status. Season tickets also available for advanced purchase. 
Caterer on site will off er an assortment of food and beverages 
available for purchase including beer and wine. 

     Garden District + Summer + Music = BIG FUN!
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